
Participating in Worship Today 

Piano:                           Julie von Eschen  
Song Leaders:                         Steve & Kelly Brumm 
Greeter:                Tom & Ruth Dobson 
Ushers:                                    Tom & Ruth Dobson 
Reader:                          Ruth Dobson 
Audio Tech:              Alan Ferguson  
Communion Bread:               Phil Leavenworth 
Serving Communion:            Phil Leavenworth &  
Dishwashers:                          Phil Leavenworth 
Ministers:                                All the people 

  Pastor:                                     Brad Brookins 
              

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth,  
As it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  

 Amen 
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Tree of Cranes 

The most practical thing is not to weep but to act and to have faith in 
God’s assistance and grace in our trying to do God’s will. 

                                                                         Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 

http://mtvernonucc.org


Mt Vernon Zwingli United Church of Christ 

1st Sunday after Christmas 

December 31, 2017 
Greeting                                     
Silence                                                                      
                                                      

Prelude                               Hark, the Herald Angels Sing 

Bringing in the Light 

1st  Song                                      Brightest and Best   
*  2nd Song                       It Came upon a Midnight Clear 
   
* Prayer 

God, we have been praying for a long time.  We have prayed for peace in 
our world, wisdom for our leaders, miracles in our politics.  We have 
prayed for  food for  hungry  children,  water  for  thirsty  families  and a 
healthy,  sustaining Creation for all.   We have prayed for a Christmas 
miracle.  Today we pray for ourselves to be made into that Christmas 
miracle.  In the coming year make us more peaceful and wise; more gra-
cious, generous and kind.  Open our hearts to those who suffer because 
of their color, their religion or their poverty.  Give us the courage to stand 
with them when we can.  Forgive us, loving God, when we cannot, we 
pray, in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

* Promise                                                                          

Anyone, which means everyone, who is in Christ has become a new creation.  
The old is finished and gone.  Everything has become new.  By God’s grace we 
are called, forgiven and made whole… 
                 

                             Thanks be to God! 
Gloria 

In excelsis Deo 

Story Box 

What’s Happening 

Offering                                A Great Need    
                               Hafiz; 13th century Persian poet 

Out
Of a great need

We are all holding hands…

Offertory             Angels from the Realms of Glory                       

* Response      Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow! 

* Prayer of Dedication (Unison) 
Loving God, we choose to meet the challenges before us with gen-
erosity and kindness, with trust and hope—because these are the 
gifts we have received from your hand.   Use us, and what we bring 
this morning, to move this world you love toward healing and 
peace we pray, in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

1st Scripture Reading                                                                Psalm 150 

2nd Scripture Reading                                                 Galatians 5. 22, 23   
                                                                                                                                                

Sermon                                 Tree of Cranes 

The Table 
We are invited             

Our Prayers of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 
               Every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart I will pray…    

* Hymn                   Angels We have Heard on High                         
c 

* Benediction      
The love and affection of the angels be to you, 
The love and affection of the saints be to you, 
The love and affection of heaven be to you, 

To guard you and to cherish you. 



Mt. Vernon Zwingli United Church of Christ 
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The Mt Vernon United Church of Christ 
is an Open and Affirming Congregation    

Please remember with your prayers, cards, and calls:     
Mary Lou Kollath recovering from an accident 
Donna & Roger Stoll 
Justine Schmid’s grandson diagnosed with cancer 

Serving in Worship on January 7, 2018 
Greeter:  Mark & Joyce Landmark 
Ushers:  Mark & Joyce Landmark  
Audio Tech: Alan Ferguson 
Reader:  Phil Leavenworth  
Communion Bread:   
Serving Communion: 
Dishwashers: Phil Leavenworth & 

A reminder about our winter weather policy.  In the event a WIND 
CHILL WARNING is issued for any time between 8:00 a.m. and noon on 
a Sunday morning, the Sunday School and church service will be auto-
matically cancelled.  The service will continue as usual if there is a wind 
chill advisory.  Snow cancellations are handled on a case by case basis 
and take into account snow depth, wind speed and other factors.  We 
will issue any cancellation by a group email and on the Madison televi-
sion stations.  Be sure to check there or call me at 669-2926.  As always, 
use you best judgment in bad weather and stay safe.          Brad Brookins 

The Annual Meeting of the congregation will be coming up on the last 
Sunday in January.  We need the chairperson of each of our committees 
to prepare and submit their annual report as soon as possible after the 
new year.  Please email your report to the church office at 
mtvucc@gmail.com and we will compile them into the final report for 
the congregation.  Thank you.                                    Your Church  Council 

A large thank you to all who worked to create another meaningful 
Christmas Eve service this year.  This is truly an effort on the part 
of many folks working together.  We welcomed in about 140 people 
on Christmas Eve, and well over half of them were neighbors with 
no previous connection to the Mt Vernon United Church Christ.  
Our congregation has a reach that extends far beyond our walls to 
bless the community.  Thanks again to those who participated and 
to all of you for making this such a welcoming place. 

If you’re celebrating the incoming New Year tonight, 
have fun and stay safe!  We’ll see you all next year. 

A Great Need 

Out 
Of a great need 

We are all holding hands 
And climbing, 

Not loving is a letting go. 
Listen, 

The terrain around here 
Is 

Far too 
Dangerous 

For 
That 

     Hafiz 
     13th century Persian poet
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