
Participating in Worship Today 

Piano:                           Julie von Eschen  
Song Leaders:                         Steve & Kelly Brumm 
Greeter:                Mark & Joyce Landmark 
Ushers:                                    Mark & Joyce Landmark 
Reader:                          Phil Leavenworth 
Audio Tech:              Alan Ferguson  
Communion Bread:               Phil Leavenworth 
Serving Communion:            Jeff Jenkins & Margy Murray  
Dishwashers:                          Tisha Brown,  
               Phil & Dan Leavenworth 
Ministers:                                All the people 

  Pastor:                                     Brad Brookins 
              

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth,  
As it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  

 Amen 
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Remembering 

in 

Advance 

The most practical thing is not to weep but to act and to have faith in 
God’s assistance and grace in our trying to do God’s will. 

                                                                         Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 

http://mtvernonucc.org


Mt Vernon Zwingli United Church of Christ 

1st Sunday after Epiphany 

January 7, 2018 
Greeting                                     
Silence                                                                      
                                                      

Prelude                              A Child is Born in Bethlehem  

Bringing in the Light 

1st  Song                                 Down to the River to Pray 
2nd  Song                                         I Saw the Light  
3rd Song                                         The Age to Come 
*  4th Song                                        I’ll Fly Away 
   
* Prayer 

In times of trouble such as these are, we pray for your Spirit to awaken 
our memory.  Re-mind us that your love always wins, even when it los-
es.  Re-mind us that your peace is stronger than our power and our 
weapons are worse than useless.  Re-mind us that generosity makes life 
possible and kindness makes life pleasant.  Creator God, the abundance 
of this world, the dear lives that touch our own, the hope that carries us 
forward—all these are gifts beyond our describing.  We pray, Oh God 
that they will not be beyond our protection and care.  “Grant us wis-
dom, grant us courage, for the living of this hour” we pray.  Amen 

* Promise                                                                          

Anyone, which means everyone, who is in Christ has become a new creation.  
The old is finished and gone.  Everything has become new.  By God’s grace we 
are called, forgiven and made whole… 
                 

                             Thanks be to God! 
Breathe on me Breath of God; fill me with life anew—that I may love what you 

do love and do what you would do. 

Story Box 

Remembering our Baptism—Sharing the Table 
(Please follow the invitation liturgy in your bulletin) 

Our Prayers of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 
Every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart I will pray…   

Wade in the Water                                                  
Steve & KellyBrumm, Tisha Brown 

1st Scripture Reading                                                                  Isaiah 64 

2nd Scripture Reading                                                           Mark 1. 1-11
                                                                                                                                                

Sermon                        Remembering in Advance 

Offering                           Every Dog’s Story                       Mary Oliver 
I have a bed, my very own
It’s just my size
And sometimes I like to sleep alone
with dreams inside my eyes…

Offertory                                 He Is Born       

* Response      Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow! 

* Prayer of Dedication (Unison) 
Loving God, we have been fed at your table, we have been remind-
ed of your call and we have listened your word.  Awaken in us now 
a renewed commitment to the work of Jesus in this world you love.  
Use these gifts—but more, use our lives to bring your peace to all 
we pray, in Jesus’ name.  Amen 
                               
What’s Happening 

* Hymn             You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore                         
c 

* Benediction           On the day when the weight deadens 
                                       On your shoulders and you stumble… 
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Please remember with your prayers, cards, and calls:     
Mary Lou Kollath recovering from an accident 
Donna & Roger Stoll 
Justine Schmid’s grandson diagnosed with cancer 

Serving in Worship on January 14, 2018 
Greeter:  Mary Dowling 
Ushers:  2 Needed  
Audio Tech: Alan Ferguson 
Reader:  Janelle Holmstrom  
Communion Bread:  1 loaf needed 
Serving Communion:  Mary Dowling & 1 more 
Dishwashers: Margy Murray, Scott & Janelle Holmstrom 

Notice of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation:  Our annual Con-
gregational Meeting will be held on the last Sunday in January (January 
28).  This is an important time for us to reflect on the past year and think 
together about the  ways God is leading us into this new year.  Please 
put this event in your calendar and plan on staying after the worship 
service for the meeting.  We need everyone’s input to make the meeting, 
and the coming year, a success.   
Thank you.                                                                      Your Church Council 

A reminder about our winter weather policy.  In the event a WIND 
CHILL WARNING is issued for any time between 8:00 a.m. and noon on 
a Sunday morning, the Sunday School and church service will be auto-
matically cancelled.  The service will continue as usual if there is a wind 
chill advisory.  Snow cancellations are handled on a case by case basis 
and take into account snow depth, wind speed and other factors.  We 
will issue any cancellation by a group email and on the Madison televi-

sion stations.  Be sure to check there or call Brad at 669-2926.  As al-
ways, use you best judgment in bad weather and stay safe.     

We will be taking down the tree and decorations in the sanctuary  
following the worship service this Sunday.  Many hands will help.  
Please take part if you can.           
       
We need help for the next Waffle Church.  And you, no doubt, need 
the chance to eat some really good waffles, hear some good stories 
and watch the kids run joyfully around the room.  Sign up today 
when the clipboard comes around or see Mary Penninga is you have 
questions.   Thanks. 

Sign up for our bowling and pizza night coming on Saturday, Jan-
uary 27.  See Mary Penninga for details. 

Thanks to everyone who participated in this year’s Sharing a Toy 
project.  With your help the Verona FFA was able to assist 350 
Verona area families.                                                         The Caregivers  

                                   Every Dog’s Story                             Mary Oliver 
I have a bed, my very own
It’s just my size
And sometimes I like to sleep alone
with dreams inside my eyes.

But sometimes dreams are dark and wild and creepy
and I wake and am afraid, though I don’t know why.
But I’m no longer sleepy
and too slowly the hours go by.

So I climb on the bed where the light of the moon
is shining on your face
and I know it will be morning soon.

Everybody needs a safe place.
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Remembering Our Baptism Liturgy – January 8, 2017 

Invitation to the Font 

Pastor: In the presence of the Source of All Life, let us give 
thanks, for the gift of creation made known to us in water 
and word. In the stories told by our ancestors in the faith we 
hear of God’s Spirit moving over the waters. Out of the wa-
ters of the deep, our ancestors imagined our Creator bringing 
forth the earth to sustain all life. Our forbearers saw God 
come to us through water in the stories of Jesus who was 
nurtured in the water of Mary’s womb, baptized by John in 
the water of the Jordan, and became living water to a woman 
at the well in Samaria. Jesus washed the feet of the disciples 
and sent them forth to baptize with water and the Spirit. By 
the gift of water creation continues to nourish and sustain us, 
and all living things. 

In response to the Love of God which was proclaimed on the 
day of Jesus’ baptism and because we also lay claim to that 
same Spirit through our baptism, we covenant to join with 
Christ and one another every day in service to the people 
and the creation God loves.  

ALL: We follow Jesus with our baptism, marking a 
starting place for new life and new ways of being. We 
join Jesus in service. We eat and drink in his name, re-
membering his life and love so that we might follow in 
his Way. Let us prepare our hearts and minds to see, 
feel, and hear once again the vows of baptism. Let us 
prepare, as well, to receive the gift of bread and wine as 
we renew our commitment to being God’s people in the 
world today.  

Renewing our Baptismal Vows: 

One: Do you recognize the call to be God’s beloved al-
ways?  
Many: I do, with the help of God.  

One: Do you affirm your baptism and renew your com-
mitment to living in the way of Jesus?  
Many: I do, with the help of God.  

One: Do you accept the nurture of the Holy Spirit who 
renews your spirit each day?  
Many: I do, with the help of God.  

One: Do you accept and embrace all others seeing in 
them the light of Christ?  
Many: I do, with the help of God.  

One: In renewing your baptismal vows, remember your 
baptism as a mark of acceptance and welcome into the 
body of Christ. Remember also the covenant of love es-
tablished in this sacrament. Re-commit yourselves to 
serving God by loving the world with all that you are and 
all that you have been given by grace.  



BEANNACHT: A BLESSING FOR THE NEW YEAR 

 By John O’Donohue
 
On the day when
The weight deadens
On your shoulders
And you stumble,
May the clay dance
To balance you.
 
And when your eyes
Freeze behind
The gray window
And the ghost of loss
Gets into you,
May a flock of colors,
Indigo, red, green
And azure blue,
Come to awaken in you
A meadow of delight.
 
When the canvas frays
 In the curragh of thought
 And a stain of ocean
 Blackens beneath you,
 May there come across the waters
 A path of yellow moonlight
 To bring you safely home.

 
May the nourishment of the earth be yours,
 May the clarity of light be yours,
 May the fluency of the ocean be yours,
 May the protection of the ancestors be yours.
 
And so may a slow
 Wind work these words
 Of love around you,
 An invisible cloak
 To mind your life.


