
Participating in Worship Today 

              Piano & Organ:                           Julie von Eschen 
 Singers & Song Leaders:               Steve & Kelly Brumm 
                                                                        Tisha Brown 
 Story Tellers:   Margy Murray, Karl Klopotic, 
     Jim Fletcher 

Ushers:                                            Mark & Joyce Landmark 
Greeter:                                           Florence Beutler 
Readers:                                          Mary Penninga, Barbara Schmidt 

              Audio Tech:                                    Alan Ferguson 
              Brunch Dish Washers:                   Brad, Jess, Deykota & Paetyn Stoll 
              Ministers:                                    All the people  
              Pastor:                                        Brad Brookins 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth,  
As it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  

 Amen 
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The Children’s
Christmas Program

The most practical thing is not to weep but to act and to have faith in 
God’s assistance and grace in our trying to do God’s will. 

                                                                         Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 



Mt Vernon Zwingli  
United Church of Christ 

4th Sunday of Advent 
December 17, 2017 

Greeting   

Silence  

Prelude                                   The Birthday of a King                              

Bringing in the Light 
                     

* Prayer 

O God beyond time, we turn to you in our time.  And in voices echoing 
your children from long ago we say, “Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
come and restore us.”  Breathe expectation and hope into our souls.  
Prepare us for the grace about to break into our lives.  Open our hearts 
to receive your truth.  Open our hands to share your abundance with 
the world you have created and redeemed.  O God of the impossible, we 
gather in your name with thanksgiving for your gifts.  May the days 
ahead bring us into your presence.  Amen.                             (Oratio, pg 18) 
* The Promise                                                                                      

Christmas is near, the Gift will be received, new life will begin.  And so 
we all say: 

Thanks be to God! 
* The Song!                                                                              

Gloria!  In Excelsis Deo! 

Offering                      Adult Advent Announcement    David Redding

O Lord, 
Let Advent begin again 
In us…                                             

Offertory                             Away in a Manger      

*  Doxology        Praise God from whom all blessings flow… 
* Dedication Prayer    
Open us, Loving God, to the gift of Christmas.  Open our hearts to 
neighborliness, our hands to generosity, our lives to service.  Make 
us a blessing to those you love we pray, in Jesus name.  Amen. 

Mary Did You Know 
Tisha Brown & Steve Brumm 

1st Reading                           Luke 1: 46-55                  Barbara Schmidt 

The Christmas Story                                                       Mary Penninga 

                                             Wherever Love Is 
                                           Sunday School Kids 

A Hallelujah Christmas 
Steve & Kelly Brumm 

(Congregation joins in on the chorus) 

Old, but not so old stories…                       Intro by Barbara Schmidt 

Song                                  Winter Wonderland 

First Story                                                                           Margy Murray 

Song                                    O Christmas Tree 

Second Story                                                                        Karl Klopotic 

Song                     I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 

Third Story                                                                             Jim Fletcher 

Conclusion                                                                             

Song                            Let There be Peace on Earth            
                                      

                                    We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

* Benediction                                                       by William Sloan Coffin 
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Please remember with your prayers, cards, and calls:     
Mary Lou Kollath recovering from an accident 
Donna & Roger Stoll 
Justine Schmid’s grandson diagnosed with cancer 
Beecher Daniels looking ahead to more tests and treatments 
Kieth Dickinson, whose wife Debbie died on December 1st 

Anyone who loves coffee or chocolate would be thrilled to receive a bag of 
our fresh roasted, fair trade coffee or a gourmet chocolate as a Christmas 
present.  (Trust us—we know this is true!)  Do justice and have fun and make 
people happy all at the same time.  Stop by the Fair Trade kiosk after church 
to buy what we have or to place a special order. 

                                              !  

Thanks to Judy Hale, Kelly Pezze, and Debbie Hanna for 
guiding  our kids through another Christmas program. Thanks to 
Margy, Karl and Jim for sharing their stories and Mary and 
Barbara for bringing us The Story. Thanks to Julie, Kelly and 
Steve, Tisha and Anna and Freddy for sharing their music. Thanks 
for the Women's Guild for providing the kids with a Christmas gift 
and most of all, thank you to all the children and all of you for 
bringing your hope and joy into this place. Thanks be to God for all 
that has gone before and all that is yet to come!

                                

Our Christmas Eve service is at 7:00 PM 
again this year.  This is the perfect time to invite friends and 
family who may not yet be acquainted with our church.  Be 
generous with your invitations.  We can make room!

mailto:mtvucc@gmail.com
http://mtvernonucc.org


Adult Advent Announcement

O Lord, 
Let Advent begin again 
In us, 
Not merely in commercials; 
For that first Christmas was not 
Simply for children, 
But for the 
Wise and the strong. 
It was 
Crowded around that cradle, 
With kings kneeling. 
Speak to us 
Who seek an adult seat this year. 
Help us to realize, 
As we fill stockings, 
Christmas is mainly 
For the old folks — 
Bent backs 
And tired eyes 
Need relief and light 
A little more. 
No wonder 
It was grown-ups 
Who were the first 
To notice 
Such a star.    

(David A. Redding, from If I Could Pray Again (1965) 

Benediction 

May the Lord Bless you and keep you.  
May the Lord make his face to shine upon 
     you and be gracious unto you.  
May God give you grace  
     not to sell yourselves short,  
Grace to risk something big  
     for something good,  
Grace to remember that the world is now 
     too dangerous for anything but truth,  
     and too small for anything but love.  
May God take your minds  
     and think through them.  
May God take your lips  
     and speak through them.  
May God take your hands  
     and work through them.  
May God take your hearts  
     and set them on fire. 

--William Sloane Coffin


