
Participating in Worship Tonight 

Piano:                              Julie von Eschen                                        
Trumpets:                                  Nate Klopotic, Noah and Luke Harvey                                     
Vocalists:                                    Steve & Kelly Brumm, Steve Albert 
Ushers:               Brad & Jess Stoll 
Greeter:   Catherine Zurbuchen 
Candle Lighters:  Dave & Luke Hervey  
Readers:   Palmer Haynes, Maryanne Bellazini, 
    Barbara Schmidt 
Audio Tech:   Alan Ferguson 
Ministers:   All the People  
Pastor:    Brad Brookins 
  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth,  
As it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  

 Amen 

Mt. Vernon Zwingli United Church of Christ 
1693 Washington St. 

Mt. Vernon, Wisconsin  53593 
Office tel: (608) 832-6677 

e-mail: mtvucc@gmail.com  
web site: mtvernonucc.org 

Pastor’s cell phone:  (608) 669-2926 

The Mt Vernon Zwingli United Church of Christ is an 
Open and Affirming Congregation 

You, too!

Enveloped in Your Light, may I be a beacon to those in search of 
Light. Sheltered in Your Peace, may I offer shelter to those in 
need of peace. Embraced by Your Presence, so may I be present to 
others. 
                                                                                           --Rabbi Rami Shapiro 



Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2017

Music While We Gather 

Welcome 

Silence                          

Prelude                             What Child is This?        

Song                              In the Bleak Midwinter 
                           Palmer Haynes, Steve &  Kelly Brumm 
                            

Scripture Reading                    Isaiah 9.2  

1st Carol                                  O Holy Night   

Gospel Reading                       Luke 2:1-7                     

2nd Carol                     O Little Town of Bethlehem 
                                           
Gospel Reading                      Luke 2:8-14 

3rd  Carol                                The First Noel                               
  

Gospel Reading                     Luke 2:15-20 
  

                                                 Carol Medley 
                                                 Trumpet Trio 

                                      The Christmas Surprise Choir 

Christmas Offering                ADVENT                    Pamela Cranston 
                           (On A Theme by Dietrich Bonhoeffer)                                                

Look how long 
the weary world waited, 
locked in its lonely cell, 
guilty as a prisoner…                                              

Offertory                      Do You Hear What I Hear?               

* Response                    “Gloria” from Carol #206 

                                Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
                                Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
*  Prayer: Holy God, our gifts are so small beside the Gift we receive 
this night.  Use all that we bring and all that we are to share the 
blessing of Christmas with the world you love pray, in Jesus’ name.  
Amen.                           

Carol Special            O Come, O Come Immanuel       
      Steve Albert 

Christmas Meditation   

4th  Carol                     Jesus, the Light of the World            
   

Gospel Reading         Genesis 1:1-3;  John 1:1-5, 14                                 
         The Beginning, and the Beginning Again 

* 5th  Carol                              Silent Night  
                      Julie von Eschen, piano   Nic Holmstrom, cello             

(As the light from the Christ candle spreads through the sanctuary, be 
careful to hold the lighted candles upright) 

* Benediction 

Our candles burn for only a little while; but Jesus, the light of the world, 
shines eternal. We live in the light of the one born this night to redeem us 
all.  So go in peace.  Walk in that light.  Take pleasure in God’s surprising 
grace.  Live your life in service to the Savior.  Return to your homes in 
wonder and joy, changed tonight by the blessing of Christmas.  Amen.  

Postlude 
_____________________________________________ 

* Indicates those who are able should stand 



Isaiah 9:2   
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on 
them light has shined. 

Luke 2:1-7  (MaryAnn Bellazini) 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their 
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 

Luke 2:8-14  (Rose) 
In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not 
be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying,  ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace among those whom God favors!’  

Luke 2:15-20  (Barbara) 
 When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When 
they saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them 
in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them.  



Genesis 1:1-4  
In the beginning when God created the heavens 
and the earth, the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of 
the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’…  

John 1:1-5, 14  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things came 
into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light 
of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.  The 
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. 

 * Benediction 
Our candles burn for only a little while; but 
Jesus, the light of the world, shines eternal. 
We live in the light of the one born this 
night to redeem us all.  So go in peace.  
Walk in that light.  Take pleasure in God’s 
surprising grace.  Live your life in service to 
the Savior.  Return to your homes in wonder 
and joy, changed tonight by the blessing of 
Christmas.  Amen. 



In the bleak midwinter,  
frosty winds made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron,  
water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen,  
snow on snow,  
snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter,  
long ago. 

Heaven cannot hold him,  
nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away 
when he comes to reign. 

In the bleak midwinter  
a stable place sufficed 
Lord God almighty,  
Jesus Christ. 

ADVENT   (On A Theme by Dietrich Bonhoeffer) 
Pamela Cranston 

Look how long 
the weary world waited, 
locked in its lonely cell, 
guilty as a prisoner. 

As you can imagine, 
it sang and whistled in the dark. 
It hoped. It paced and puttered about, 
tidying its little piles of inconsequence. 

It wept from the weight of ennui, 
draped like shackles on its wrists. 
It raged and wailed against the walls 
of its own plight. 

But there was nothing 
the world could do 
to find its own freedom. 
The door was shut tight. 

It could only be opened 
from the outside. 

Who could believe the latch 
would be turned by a pink flower — 
the tiny hand 
of a newborn baby?


